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For the NMT:


The ARRT has responded by essentially opening the door for the CT exam for NMT’s upon completion of 125 competencies.  (� HYPERLINK "http://www.arrt.org" ��www.arrt.org�)


For RT’s:


The NMTCB has responded by creating an alternate pathway to obtain PET certification without taking the entry level exam for Nuclear Medicine.  This requires 45 didactic (classroom) hours in PET and 700 clinical hours. (� HYPERLINK "http://www.nmtcb.org" ��www.nmtcb.org�)





The questions now are:


Will your state allow the NMT to obtain the 125 CT competencies required to sit for the CT exam?


Will your state allow the RT to obtain the 700 clinical hours in PET?





Without giving my personal opinion on dual-certification requirements, I will say that it is crucial that the opportunity for dual certification be allowed (and encouraged).  AND, once credentials are obtained, the NMT certified in CT and the RT certified in PET need to be recognized as competent and allowed to perform those modalities in an independent setting, not just as “fusion imaging technologists” on “fusion imaging equipment”.





If your state is undergoing some type of regulation changes, please become involved.  Make sure the doorway is not closed on either the NMT or the RT.





What you need to know:


Some states do not allow anyone other than a radiologic technologist to perform CT exams (even if just for anatomic location or attenuation correction).


Hybrid imaging is not going to go away, but will continue to grow and expand.


PET machines being manufactured today have a CT component that is capable of performing diagnostic CT.


If a facility purchases hybrid imaging equipment, they will want to utilize it to produce diagnostic CT’s as well.


If your state has certification for RT’s but not NMT’s, you cannot perform a SPECT/CT or PET/CT independently as an NMT.


Most employers will not want to hire two technologists to do the job of one.  Who do you think they will hire?





Questions you should be asking:


If your employer purchases hybrid imaging equipment, what are the requirements of your state regarding who can operate it?


Will your state allow you to become dually certified?


If your state has an exemption for NMT’s to obtain CT certification, will your state allow you to perform free-standing CT exams?  (Don’t laugh…it has come up quite often)





While there are many differences among states, what is common is that Nuclear Medicine Technology is continuing to change and evolve.  As our imaging equipment fuses with CT or even MRI, it is absolutely essential that we, as NMT’s, position ourselves to perform these exams.  Our schools need to prepare entry level technologists for dual certification.  Our states (like our certifying bodies) need to create a pathway for existing technologists to obtain dual certification.  Nuclear Medicine Technologists need to be prepared and realize that our field is changing.  We need to embrace that change and work toward competency in hybrid imaging modalities.





Please submit questions and comments to:


Cybil Nielsen, MBA, CNMT


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Cnielsen0001@kctcs.edu" ��Cnielsen0001@kctcs.edu�


Phone: (502)938-3743























Will the PET/CT and SPECT/CT Technologist Please Step Forward?                                                      Cont. from page 1





Bringing the news from the states to the technologists of the Southeast





Bonny Pendleton – � HYPERLINK "mailto:bpendlet@utmck.edu" ��bpendlet@utmck.edu�


865-246-7150 (w) 


865-544-6177 (fax)


Cybil Nielsen – � HYPERLINK "mailto:Cnielsen0001@kctcs.edu" ��Cnielsen0001@kctcs.edu�


502-609-2019 (w)


Deborah Gibbs -  nuclearmom@juno.com


706-721-1023 (w)





How to order the Coosa Valley T-Shirts!





2006 STATE MEETINGS








Pitt Community College has a totally distance program with students from several states including CA, AL, MS, SC, FL, IL and NC.  The first time pass rate on the boards for the distance program was 98%.


For the campus program we have maintained a 100% pass rate on the boards for the last five years.  We have also hired Susan Moore as our first Clinical Coordinator.  Last, but not least, I am starting a program in PET.  It is scheduled to start Fall 2006.  It will be offered totally at a distance and in the classroom.  A certificate will be offered for students who already have clinical experience and only need some courses.  A diploma will be offered for students who need clinic.  Admission into the program will require RT(N) or CNMT.  I will be hiring for this position this summer.


Scott Clinefelter, Program Director








South Carolina – Fall Presidential Meeting – October 7, 2006   Columbia, SC  � HYPERLINK "http://www.scsnm.org" ��www.scsnm.org�


CT Workshop, Orlando, Sept. 14, 2006, Coronado Resort 1-4PM


$35 for SNM members, $50 for non-members














Florida Hospital College of Health Sciences


Orlando, Florida





Editorial


Bonny Pendleton, CNMT, NCT





Georgia—April 21-23, 2006


www.gsnmt.org


Tennessee—April 28-30


bpendlet@utmck.edu


Florida—May 4-7, 2006


www.fnmt.ws








Alabama—June 16-18, 2006 


www.alabamanucmed.org


North Carolina—October 29, 2006


www.ncnmt.org


Kentucky—November 19, 2006


www.ksnmt.org








Miami Dade College started a Nuclear Medicine Technology program in 2003 with a track for an Associate in Science degree and College Credit Certificate.  The certificate track is intended for Radiologic Technologists who are interested in cross-training in Nuclear Medicine.  The first class of Nuclear Medicine Technology students began in the fall semester 2003 and fourteen students completed the program in December 2004. Student capacity is 15 students per year.  The application deadline is February 15th and the start date is the summer semester.  The program has eleven clinical sites in Miami Dade County.





Greg Ferenchak, Program Director





The FHCHS program had a very successful 2005.  Eighteen students completed the program in July.  All of them have gone on to find employment locally and around the country.  In June, three of the students presented papers at SNM Annual Meeting in Toronto.


2006 is also off to a great start.  The college has nearly completed construction on the $11 million Campus Center.  This new building will house new classrooms, laboratories and offices for the nuclear medicine program as well as the other imaging and therapy programs.  The building is scheduled to be finished in April.


Joseph Hawkins, Program Director





One person who has influenced me during my career in Nuclear Medicine, Nancy Clinton, often says that if you aren’t still learning, you’re losing ground.  She continues to inspire me to stay in touch with the latest in our field.  She was also my catalyst for taking the NCT exam.  


I have been performing nuclear medicine since 1988.  Although I never used a rectilinear scanner, I did work at facilities that only had fixed cameras.  SPECT wasn’t a big part of my education and the first clinical PET center was in its infancy.  You can imagine how many things I’ve had to learn since I got out of school just to use the latest equipment.   





 T-shirts are 50/50 preshrunk!


$13.00 each 


Shipping: $3.95 for 1-3 shirts


                 $5.95 for 4-7 shirts


                 $7.95 for 8-12 shirts


               $11.95 for 13-20 shirts


Sizes –X S, S, M, L, XL





E-mail orders to:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:fluharty@coosavalleytech.edu" ��fluharty@coosavalleytech.edu�


Karen will send a confirmation e-mail with payment total and directions for mailing check.                    





Include: Name, Address, Phone, 


E-mail address, size and number of shirts.








The point of this story is that we all still need to challenge ourselves every year in our personal and professional lives.  And, often it takes others to encourage us to get going.


I would love to use this newsletter as a forum for educating, encouraging and stimulating the nuclear medicine community.   I can’t do that alone.


Please consider contributing articles, letters to the editor, and information to the newsletter.  Although, I sometimes may have to edit (judiciously) for space, I will attempt to use everything contributed in the newsletter.  My e-mail address is listed on the back page.  I look forward to hearing from YOU!  
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nuclear medicine topic including background information, radiopharmaceuticals, instrumentation and case studies.  The second year students will be attending the Academy  of Molecular Imaging Annual Conference in Orlando in March 2006.


All second year students have taken advantage of the one year free membership offered by the SNM.


Lorenzo Harrison, Program Director





Broward Community College, Coconut Creek Florida





South Florida. 


The 2006 Nuclear Medicine Class has fourteen students (8 A.S. and 6 Certificate) and they will be making Power Point presentations of their term papers at the FSNMT meeting in Tampa and at two meetings in South Florida.  Each student must do a twenty minute presentation on a 





 Broward Community College has a Nuclear Medicine Associate of Science Degree Program (2 years) and a Certificate Program (1 year).  The first students came in 1995.  The Certificate Program is the second year of the A.S. Degree Program.  Fourteen students (6 A.S. and 8 Certificate) graduated in June 2005.


The student secured employment in   





Ten students in the class of 2005 have graduated and twelve students in the class of 2006 are in the first term of clinic.  This is the inaugural year for the School of Health Related Professions Honors Program, a program designed to develop the future leaders in the allied health disciplines.  Each student in the Honors Program is required to participate in a research project that culminates in a presentation at a professional meeting or in a publication in a professional journal.  Erin Ferguson of Dothan, Alabama is the first NMT student to participate.





Submitted by Ann Steves, Program Director





Nuclear Medicine Track in the Department of Radiologic Sciences was established.  


The department conducted a national search and the Program Director / Coordinator began work on August 11, 2004.  Initially, there will be one faculty member with additional faculty added as needed to grow the program.  


Nine clinical sites have been established in local and regional health care institutions.  Courses for the Nuclear Medicine Track have been created and approved by the Curriculum Committee and the AASU faculty.  Ten students were selected from a most impressive applicant pool and began the program in June 2005.


Rochelle Bornett Lee, Prog. Director





Armstrong Atlantic State University


Savannah, Georgia





There currently exists a national shortage of all allied health care professionals.  This is especially true for nuclear medicine technologists.  For several years, local health care systems have had to augment their full time nuclear medicine staff with temporary staff supplied by employment agencies.  The cost to employ this temporary staff has placed a strain on local health care system budgets.


Local area health care systems approached Armstrong Atlantic State University (AASU) where there is a current shortage that has plagued the state of Georgia and specifically the city of Savannah.  Because the university is committed to higher education and supporting the community, the newly created 





�





The students all completed research projects for class and 6 of the students are entering abstracts in the state competition.


Recently, the students were invited by Bynum Kimmons to spend the day at North PET Diversified Pharmacy.  Brian Sipe presented a lecture on the cyclotron and the students were given a tour of the facility.  


Donald Wallace, a current nuclear medicine program student, was recently recognized as a finalist in the best of the best for GOAL, the Georgia Occupational Award of Leadership.  The GOAL program was organized to recognize and reward excellence in students studying full-time in Georgia’s System of Technical Colleges.  Wallace received a scholarship and a gift certificate as a finalist in the local competition.





The nuclear medicine program at Coosa Valley Technical College is a newly established program.  The program received JRCNMT accreditation in May of 2005.  The program graduated 8 students in September 2005.  Students entering the program are required to be currently practicing radiologic technologists.  The program director is Karen Fluharty, CNMT, RTN, NCT.  The clinical coordinator is Trudy Hamby, CNMT, RTN.  Presently the program’s 13 students are gearing up for the Georgia SNM meeting at St. Simons in April!  The students are doing fund raisers such as selling chili during lunch at school and promoting nuclear medicine through the sale of t-shirts.   





Coosa Valley Technical College


Rome, Georgia





University of Alabama at Birmingham


















































Coosa Valley student, Kitanya Farmer, using the robotic arms at the North PET cyclotron.
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If you have submitted school information and it does not appear in this issue, it will be included in the next quarterly newsletter.  Thanks for all the responses I got!


Bonny














Special points of interest:


State meeting information.


Volunteer an article for the newsletter





Will The PET/CT and SPECT/CT Technologist Please Step Forward?


By: Cybil Nielsen, MBA, CNMT, Co-Editor











I was recently invited to participate in a discussion on state licensure for Nuclear Medicine Technologists with the regulators in Kentucky.  In our state, Radiographers have state certification, but Nuclear Medicine Technologists do not.  Actually, only 22 states have some sort of certification for NMT’s , while 38 states certify or license RT’s.  (� HYPERLINK "http://www.bls.gov/oco/ocos105.htm" ��http://www.bls.gov/oco/ocos105.htm�)





This is where all of this becomes interesting.  With new hybrid imaging equipment (PET/CT and SPECT/CT), we have all been wondering which technologists will be allowed to run these machines.  This is how it currently stands:





Does your state certify/license RT’s?�
Does your state certify/license NMT’s?�
Who is allowed to independently perform PET/CT or SPECT/CT?�
�
No�
No�
Either (up to employer to determine qualifications)�
�
Yes�
No�
RT’s�
�
Yes�
Yes�
Dually certified technologist only (unless additional regulations are in place)�
�



When hybrid imaging first came out, the CT portion was simply going to be utilized for attenuation correction and anatomic location.  The protocols were pre-programmed and were only a matter of “pushing a button.”   Some states responded to this by implementing variances, exemptions or waivers (all the same thing with different names).  These allow NMT’s to essentially “push the button” with minimal training.  Some of these exemptions have also allowed NMT’s to obtain the required studies to sit for CT examination.





Well, it couldn’t be that easy.  The CT portion of most of these machines is now capable of doing diagnostic exams.  Most agree that the NMT should have more than “minimal training” to perform diagnostic CT examination and RT’s should have more than “minimal training” to perform PET procedures.  So in many states, we are back to hiring two technologists to perform the job of one.





How have our certifying bodies responded?





Continued on page 4








Pitt Community College


Greensville, North Carolina





Coosa Valley Technical College Nuclear Medicine Class of 2006





Coosa Valley Technical College’s Nuclear Medicine T-Shirt makes a statement!


“Of Course Nuclear Medicine Is Safe!”
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